Elders Training Workshop

December 4, 2008
“As Each Day Begins”

Study: Humility: True Greatness by C.J.Mahaney     
Assignment:  Please read Chapter 5: "As Each Day Begins" (pp. 63 - 75) answer the following questions and be ready for a table discussion.
Introduction
Thus far, in his book Humility, C.M. Mahaney has been challenging us that true greatness and effective church leadership find their roots in the attitude of humility. In fact, such an attitude, he says, reflects the gracious presence of the living God and Christ Who indwells us.

With this fifth Chapter, we move into the third section of Mahaney's book: Our Great Pursuit: The practice of true humility. By way of review, the first section introduced us to the importance of this virtue. No matter what our age or vocation, humility is our greatest friend and pride our greatest enemy. Granted, this flies in the face of popular culture where self-assertiveness is honored and humility is a sign of weakness. But the consequences 
of prideful attitudes are all around us. The devastation of disunity, division, moral failure, greed, slavery, corruption, wars and men's inhumanity to others all finds their seeds in prideful hearts.

In Part II, Mahaney showed how Jesus Christ redefined the meaning of true greatness and He personally demonstrated its effectiveness. Jesus taught that greatness is not about how powerful people control others, but how well they serve others. "Serving others for the Glory of God," is how Mahaney defined greatness. Ultimately, this kind of greatness can only begin with humility. This Jesus demonstrated who "though He was in the form of God, emptied Himself and became a man." The example of Jesus' humility in His life was not enough, Mahaney tells us, we also need His death. By His sacrifice on the cross as a ransom for our sins, Jesus empowers us to live His life as servants when we allow Him by the power of His Holy Spirit to live in and through us.

Now we ask, how can we make this life of humility a reality in our daily experience? In this fifth chapter, Mahaney leads us in to a journey of practical application. This vhapter first establishes the need for purposeful application then develops a practical strategy which we all can follow.

Scripture Study:  Colossians 3:1 - 17.

1. What practical challenge did Paul set before the Colossian Christians? (Col. 3:12).
· Notice the list: How is humility a key factor in demonstrating these virtues?
2. What does Paul say ought to be the focus if true spirituality is to occur? (Col. 3:1 - 2).
· How would setting your mind and heart on Christ related to living a life of humility and the other characteristics listed in Col. 3:13?
3. Read Colossians 3:3 - 4, in light of Galatians 2:20, what do you need to know to develop an attitude of humility? See also Col. 3:5, 10.

· Read Mahaney's comments on pp. 65 - 68. Why would reflecting on Christ's cross help develop a spirit of humility?

Book Study:
1. What is Mahaney's first "humility inducing practice" and why would this practice be very important to deepen one's attitude of humility? pp.  68 -70.

2. What is his second daily item and how do you see this practice being beneficial? 
pp. 70 - 71.

3. What would you have to do or change in your daily routine to make daily habit #3 a reality? pp. 72 - 73.

4. How could you use your "mundane moments" to develop into opportunities to experience God's transforming grace? Pp 73 - 74.
5. How can a daily "casting your cares on God" play a vital role in your in growing humility? pp. 74 - 75.

Application
Here are five excellent suggestions for you to grow in humility. Go back and read the first paragraph of this Chapter. p. 63. Now, how will you apply them?
